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SaniYand, Twitch discover the remains of Spawn, 
' crucified and headless in a deep alley. When they 
\ attempt 1S the body, they find themselves 
t between war np alley gangs. Just as Sam and Twitch 
% 4 i gain control of the angry, mass, the Freak takes Twitch 
; + ‘hostage, During negotiations over the alley turf and 
a” : é jwitch’s life, the worms, maggots, rats and flies revive 
2 Be etheir necroplasmic master. 
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THE BOARD HAS BEEN LAID 
OUT. THE PLAYERS POISED 
IN THE POSITIONS THEY 


ASSIGNED TERRITORIAL 
PRIVILEGES. 


THESE COMBATANTS 
ARE, HOWEVER, 
REALLY REACTING 


BACK _FROM THE 
GRAVE. 


AMONG _ SOME, THERE'S A BELIEF OTHERS HAVE BEGUN 
THAT HE SHOULD NEVER HAVE TO REVERE H/M. 
BEEN GRANTED THE RIGHT OF TURNED HIM (NTO 
LIVING WITH THEM a soe 7TYS SOMETHING MORE THAN 
SHADOWS. Te HE WANTS TO BE: AN 
INTRUDER. AN ENEMM Z HA 7 EXCUSE ie FEELING 
CONTINUALLY DISRUPTS HOPEFUL. THEIR 

THEIR AIMLESS LIVES. PROTECTOR. THEIR KING. 


FOR HIS PART, THIS CREATURE 
CALLED SPAWN ASKED TO _ BE 
NEITHER ENEMY NOR FRIEND. 
SOLITUDE WAS ALL HE J 
CRAVED. 


BUT THE SIMPLE FACT 
olam a [Wat th S/th fn Olal a 
NEW LIFE, CREATED 
RIPPLE WHICH Was 
TOUCHED MANY. SOME 
OF THIS EFFECT WAS THE 
RESULT OF HIS OWN 
ACTIONS, AS WITH THE 
DAY HE LEFT A CORPSE 
IN THE OFFICE OF TWO 
DETECTIVES. * 


WITH OTHERS, IT’S BECAUSE 
THEY'D ALREADY CROSSED 
A LINE PAST WHICH MOST 


MAONESS. WHERE 
INSANITY_1S SOUGHT OUT. 
EMBRACED. 


THIS REALI ae 


SPAWNS WORLD. 


FISSUE 5 -- Tem. 





A PLACE WHERE 
EVEN THE STRONGEST 
OF MEN CAN BE 
STRIPPED OF ALL THEY 
HOLD PRECIOUS. : 









WHERE WHAT WAS ONCE 
HUMAN CAN FIND ITSELF & 
A REANIMATED SPECTRE, 
WHOSE NECROFLESH 


1S NOW WOVEN TIGHTLY 

WITH THE PL/TRID 

EFFECTS OF MAN'S 
DECAY. 





THE CURSE THAT !S 
SPAWN HAS BEEN 
CALLED MANY THINGS 
THROUGH THE CENTURIES. 
TANGIBLE FORM 
ENSHROUDOS THIS NAME 
WE NOW FEAR MOST: 











AND THOUGH 
HE'S TRIED TO 
FIGHT WHAT 
HE [S, HE WILL 
NOW RES/ST IT 
NO LONGER. 













Ap} 





WORMS. MAGGOTS. FILTH. 
ALL COHERE TO COMPRISE 
THIS HELLISH WARRIOR'S NEW se 
SHAPE. A WALKING, FESTERING a 
OUTRAGE THAT SATAN HOPES 





WILL ONE DAY LEAD HIS ARMY 
OF THE DAMNED AGAINST 
GOD HIMSELF. 


_ See 


INSTEAD, AS HE HAS DONE WITH Kee 
ALL THE MADNESS AROUND HIM, 


HIE WILL WELCOME IT. INJESTIT. AIF. 
ABSORB IT. 


, ) | 
SIN. EVIL. WICKEDNESS. 
HE TAKES 1T FROM THEIR 
AURAS ANO COMBINES 
1T WITHIN HIS OWN, 
HilS CLOAK DRAWN 

TIGHTLY TO HIM. 
| 
i 


| 


y 


THEN. 
SOMEHOW, 
HE GIVES 
1TFORM. 


“it 


\ 


Ls 

RETURNS IT TO THE ANGRY @ 

| GROUP FROM WHICH IT . 
WAS BORROWED. % 


/T HAS TAKEN BUT A 
SECOND FOR THIS UUNHOLY 
METAMORPHOSIS. NOW 
THE FURIES BURST FORTH... 
THE HORROR OF ALL HELL 
BREAKING LOOSE / 


"Th PEPE UTE LL PE 





THE CROWD IS 


YORK’S FINEST 
INSTINCTIVELY SEIZE 
THE MOMENT. 









































WL 


va 


RHINO INTO HIS 
OPPONENT. 
SEPARATES THE 
| MADMAN FROM 
HIS PARTNER. 
SS LJ 
WITH THE THREAT 
=) MOMENTARILY. 
DIMINISHED, SAM 
MUST NOW GAIN. 
THE UPPER HAND. 


























ya ay 
HE DOESN'T | 
HAVE TO. 





AS MORE AND MORE 
REINFORCEMENTS APPEAR, 
SO GROWS THE CHAOS. A 


MOB OF HUMANITY'S DREGS FS 


1S ENGAGEDIN A FRENZIED 
MELEE THAT SERVES TO 
FEED THE BLACK CLOUD OF 
SHRIEKING BATS. 


FINE. I 
THINK YOU 


AS THEY COMPOSE } 
THEIR WITS, THEY 
SURVEY THE 
SITUATION THEY 
HAD JUST LEFT 
BEHIND. 





EACH WANTED A 

GW RESOLUTION TO THE 
SITUATION. NOW. 

§ THEY SHALL HAVE IT. 








F 
1S ENGAGEDINA gd 
MELEE THAT SERVE. 
FEED THE BLACK CLOUBOF 


We SHRIEKING BATS. 


OTHERS FIND 
COURAGE IN THE 
eps IND-ALTERING 


UGS THAT 
COURSE THROUGH \ 


THEIR VEINS. 


THE ALLEY WAY /S 
LITTERED WITHA 
BATTLEFIELD‘S BOUNTY. 
YET THE CARNAGE /S NOT 
SLOWED IN ANY MANNER. | 


Sa 


EACH WANTED A 
RESOLUTION TO THE 
SITUATION. NOW. 
THEY SHALL HAVE IT. 





IE AN Y THING, THE 
FRENZY SEEMS 7O If 
Hig BE BUILDING, 
| TAKING ON A LIFE 





FEEDING EVER 
MORE FULLY ON 
THE NIGH ene 
ACTIONS O. 

4 THOSE INVOLVED VED. 


THE ASSAULT FLOURISHES 
TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT 
SPAWN, GOADED BY HIS 
OWN RISING ANGER. HAS 
HIS LIVING CLOAK THROW 


TANGIBLE 
EQUIVALENT OF THIS 
HATRED AND El VIL. 1 









ConA 1S ALSO 
pase, A Dis TANT 
| DEVIL'S CACKLE. 















CYAN, 
YOU BE 
CAREFUL WITH 
YOUR NECKLACE. 
THE WIND 
MIGHT TAKE 
IT AWAY. 


EARLIER 
THAT SAME 
DAY... 


YOU KNOW, 
HONEY, I'D 
RATHER YOU 
SIT IN YOUR SEAT 
PROPERLY. AND 


ISN'T SAFE. 


ITS A FAIRLY COMMON 
ON Gee HER MOTHER IS OCCURRENCE FOR 
SAYING, SHE GETS CHILD JUST UNDER 
DISTRACTED FROM THE THREE YEARS OLD. 
GAME SHE'D BEEN PLAYING. 


BS NSS 


REACTION, | 
Bs ISNT 


|-- 17S STARTLING 
INTENSITY STARTLING 
WANDA INTO A 


NEAR ACCIOENT. 





SEFORE SHE CAN EVEN 
THE CHILD ISL PON HER LIKE ,. 
vf 
A RAGING BANSHEE. CYAN’? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 
GET BACK TO 
YOUR SEAT! 
MUR RTING 
MY NECKLACE aN 
MY NECKLACE 


I NEED My 
NECKLACE’ 


BACK _IN YOUR 
SEAT RIGHT 


STOPS/ 
MoMMigEsT 
You HAF To 
GIT My 
NECKLACES 


WANDA S TRUGGLES 1 To 
KEEP THE CAR ou 
VEERING OUT OF. 
LANE WHILE /BOKING 
FOR THE FIRST 

| CHANCE TO PULLOVER. 
BUT BEFORE SHE CAN.., 


WANDA _PULLS OVER 
TO THE SIDE AS 
TRAFFIC BUZZES BY; 
HONKING ANGRILY. 





CYAN TAKES THE OPPOR- 

TUNITY TO BOLT FROM 

THE CONFINES OF THE 
AUTOMOBILE. 


IN THE 
SHOULDER LANE, TOO -- BECAUSE IN HER 
STATE, CYAN WOULD SURELY HAVE RUN 
INTO THE PATH OF ONCOMING TRAFFIC 
IF THAT'S WHERE HER TOY HAD 
LANDED. 





HER 2 MOTHER WALKS. THE CHILD 
BACK TO THE CAR, caplet THA 
THIS HAS HAPPENED,* THE SAME 
EXTREME, VIOLENT REAC. TION. 
SHE WONDERS, IF ONLY FOR A 
MOMENT, IF HER GIRL oS SOME- 
HOW BEEN POSSESSED... 





ISSUE 66 -- Tow. 


THE SAME COULD BE SAID OF 
THE DANK, FILTH-STAINED 
ALLEYS WHICH HAVE NOW 
TURNED THOSE (7 SHELTERS 
AGAINST ONE ANOTHER -~- 


TWO CORROBORATING 
PHONE CALLS FROM 


-- WITH AN INTENSITY. THAT tt 

RESONATES DOWN EACH & 

NARROW PASSAGEWAT, 

THE DIN ECHOING LOUDER 

UNTIL THOSE OUTSIDE 
BECOME AWARE. 


CONCERNED CITIZENS \ea eee 


im SOON PROMPT THE 
f CLOSEST PATROL CAR 
TO THE SCENE. 





THE OFFICERS 
ENTER THE DARK 
BOWERY ANO 
} ARE CONSUMED 
4 BY A DARKNESS 
SO THICK NEITHER 
1S ABLE TO SEE 

ANYTHING... 





ya es 


ed 


«.» AND THEN THEY 

FIND THEY ARE. 

HEADED IN THE | 

OPPOSITE DIRECTION... | 

BACK OUT OF THE 
ALLEYS 





THIS IS 
CRAZY! 


EXPERIENCE 
THE FUTILITY 


i Sui... TAK 


1T WON'T CHANGE Al THING. 
FOR TONIGHT SOME FORCE, 
BE IT HEAVEN'S OR HELL'S, 
HAS INTERVENED INSUCH A 


UPT WHAT IS TRANSPIRING ¥ 
OWN THE INSIDE. 








. J 


WHEN THE POWERS 
ABOVE HAVE AN 
INTEREST IN A 
SITUATION, THE 
CELESTIAL ATTEND- 
ANTS OF THE LORD 
ARE NOT ALLOWED 
THEIR OWN 
MOTIVATIONS. 








UNKNOWN TO THOSE 
AROUND HIM, BOOTSY IS 


HIS ORDERS, AS A BOOTSY CURSES 


WELL AS THE y HIS FEELINGS. 
POSSIBLE-- AND i= | = AND THE FACT 
NOW LIKELY-- 1’ i By HE HAS BEEN 
(oky mel sie ON EARTH 


OBEDIENCE. hij ae : WITH THEM 
He FOR SOLONG. | 


Be) ALLOWING HIS 
hea o UNIFORM TO TAKE 
: ~ al I) POSSESSION OF ITS 
HE FEELS BETRAYED |p BN) HOST, SATISFYING 
=f ITS HUNGER ON THE 
WHILE SPAWN HAS. i ii 


COMPLETELY GIVEN ee) eer, | MOR ROUND fr Se 
WAY TO HIS OWN. \\ eae | // a 


) BYHIS EMOTIONS, 


DEVOURING THE 
CANCEROUS SOULS 





BIS 


SNAPPING WILDLY 
AT THE AIR LIKE 
SOME CRAZED, 
RABID BEAST. 
UNTIL... 


————— 


3 fT STOPS 
[| DEAD IN 

|_/TS TRACKS. 
a 


T 
(| BEEN NEUTRALIZED. 


SSE 


’ 





‘THE DEAD ZONE.’ 
BW HE'S JUST CROSSED 
OVER ITS ig a | 


LEA 
HIM TULONE! 
Y'HEAR?! HE'S 
MINE! ea LL KILL 
YOU IF YOU 
RILL HIM! 


.. CROSSING 
| ONCE AGAIN _ F 
| OUTSIDE THE 
‘DEAD ZONE’. 


17'S A PLACE 
WHERE HEAVEN 


| HELL'S EFFORTS | 
al TO SUBVERT | 
D1 23 =MANKIND. 


f DETECTIVE BURKE BUYS 
SPAWN A PRECIOUS FEW 
| SECONOS. IN THE 
PROCESS, THE CRIMSON 
| WARRIOR IS SHOVED OFF- 
|) BALANCE AND STAGGERS N 
bl) BACK A FEW STEPS... I 


| HIS SYMBIOTIC OUTER 
SHELL IS GIVEN LIFE SO 








CRIPES! 
WHERE'D THIS 
WIND COME 

FROM? 


HOW IT SEEMS TO 
BE STRONGEST 
BETWEEN US 

AND THEM. 


7 
SLAUGHTER, 
GODDAMM™IT! 


WHAT'RE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? WE'VE 
SEEN YOUR 
STRENGTH. 
YOU CAN... 


BUT 
1 KNOW 
WHERE THIS 
PROBLEM 


an STARTED. 1 


YOU SAW 
WHAT THEY 010 
TO ME BEFORE. THEY 
BLEW MY FRIGGIN’ HEAD 
OFF, REMEMBER? SOME- 
HOW I LOSE MY POWERS 
THERE. AND I'M JUST 
NOT IN THE MOOD TO 
OIE FOR ANYONE IN 
THERE RIGHT 
Now. 


| SHADOWS, DISA 
PEARING FROM SIGHT} 





Saaeey, / 
ey 741 saw 
«J ST gas A Mae! 


He 


eK 


5 


TONIGHT WILL JUST 
REPEAT ITSELF UNTIL 
THESE ALLEYS ARE 
q R'D OF You. 


BAIN iz9 SE, 
Me AG é 





AND You 
CAN'T CHANGE 
ANY OF IT. So 
DON'T TRY AND 
INTIM' DATE . 





Me How 
UNAFRAID 
YOu ARE. 


: DROWNING THE SPINDLY MADMAN 
c'mon! IN A_ DENSE COAT OF BLACK, SLIMY 
- MASS. THE HARDER HE STRUGGLES 

THE FASTER HE'S BURIED 


DON'T YO 





THEN, THE SCREAMS AND STRUGGLES 
SUBSIDE, LEAVING NOTHING BUT 
SKITTERING SHADOWS IN THEIR WAKE. ° 


IA... THAT'S WHAT SWALLOWED HIM. 
HIS OWN EVIL. COMING BACK ONITS MASTER. 
THE NETHER CREATURES TRYING TO RECLAL. 
do Md ee Ld 1 4 el A hn A all Ss 


THEY WANT BACK INSIDE HiM. INSTEAD, 
THEY'LL SUFFOCATE HIM IN THE ATTEMPT. 


BAD KARMA. SPAWN PULLED THE AURA OUT 
OF FREAK. GAVE IT TANGIBLE FORM AND 
SENT IT BACK. 


AND NOW 
THE FREAK 
IS LITERALLY 


KILLING 
HIMSELF. 





EMPIRA 





